
International Organization Denounce Coup d’Etat & Increase in Violence Against the 
People of Bolivia  
 
November 19, 2019 
 
The forced resignation on Sunday, November 10 of the president of the Plurinational State of 
Bolivia Evo Morales, alongside the two officials who followed him in the line of constitutional 
succession, fulfills the characteristics of a coup d'etat. That morning, Morales had 
announced the call for new elections and reforms in the Supreme Electoral Tribunal, in 
response to the report presented earlier that day by the Organization of American States 
(OAS). The report identified irregularities in the voting process carried out on October 20, 
although its analysis has been seriously questioned. 
 
Notwithstanding, Luis Camacho, a spokesman for the Civic Committee (Comite Civico), 
which has been widely denounced for promoting violence and maintaining links with 
paramilitary groups, along with former presidential candidate Carlos Mesa, called for the 
resignation of President Morales and the line of constitutional succession. Their demands 
were the culmination of more than two weeks of acts of violence and intimidation against 
different sectors of the population, particularly directed against officials of the ruling party 
and their families, forcing many of them to resign their positions and others to go into hiding 
or request asylum in other countries. The violence was backed by the police, which 
remained in their stations, leaving violent groups to terrorize the population. After the calls 
from Camacho and Mesa, the Military High Command and the General Commander of the 
Police held a press conference in which they “suggested” the president resign. 
 
On November 11, President Morales accepted political asylum in Mexico, where, following 
his complicated departure from Bolivia by Mexican forces, he is currently located. He says 
that in Bolivia, his life is in danger. 
 
Although violent acts, including kidnappings, physical assaults and the burning of homes, 
were directed against a range of political and social actors, the radicalization of some 
sectors of the extreme right-wing stands out. This raises a special concern that violence 
directed against political participation by indigenous peoples may increase in anticipation of 
new elections. It is important to emphasize that opposition to the party that has governed for 
the past fourteen years includes diverse and legitimate political expressions. 
 
Likewise, the position of the government of the United States is concerning.  President 
Trump applauded the violent coup as a step towards democracy. There are allegations of 
financing and political support for violence; the possible participation in promoting the 
political decomposition of the country must be clarified. 
  
In defense of human rights and democracy, we call on the international community to 
denounce the attacks against the people of Bolivia, with a special concern for expressions of 
racism.  If there are crimes committed by government officials, they should be investigated 
and pursued according to legal procedures, without engaging in actions that encourage 
polarization. 



 
We demand the international community recognize the coup d'etat as such, urge 
international observation to avoid repression and to encourage dialogue to seek urgent 
solutions to the crisis in Bolivia, respecting the rights of the population. 
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