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We denounce the current demonization of Salvadoran immigrants, the violent and racist overt
anti-immigrant approach of the Trump Administration and the longstanding anti-immigrant
policies of both major parties towards Central American migrants.

We recognize that migration of Central Americans to the United States has many causes for
individuals and families and one fundamental structural reason: the history of United States
imperialism in the region. From the time James Madison declared the Monroe Doctrine in 1823,
the powerful in the United States, corporate interests and government officials, have viewed
Central America nations as quasi-colonies. Thisimperial hubris has led to tragedy for millions of
Central Americans, including the death and disappearance of over 80,000 Salvadorans in the
1980’s when the United States backed a brutal military regime committing repeated massacres
and human violations against its own people, including many from the communities with whom
we are sistered.

This same violence initiated a forced migration of Salvadorans to the United States that
continues to this day. A process of forced migration for most in undocumented status, as the
United States systematically violated the rights of Salvadorans applying for asylum during the
war years to hide its support for the heinous and wanton killing of the Salvadoran government it
backed.

The dynamics pushing forced migration have continue to be fueled in the post-war period by
U.S. policies that drive Salvadorans from their homeland. For example:

a. Imposition and Incentives for Free Trade and Privatization Policies that have deepened
economic, ecological, social and food insecurity, threatened water supplies and undermined
sustainable agricultural and local industry;

b. Systematic Mass Deportation of Salvadorans who had fled El Salvador due to the
consequences of US military and economic policy leading to an increase in Salvadoran
unemployment and the explosion of gang violence, born originally in poor urban communities in
the U.S. and repatriated to El Salvador.

¢. Denial of asylum claims and paths to permanent legalization for Salvadorans from the time
of the war to the current period, violating international law and bringing further injury to those
fleeing violence in their homeland.

d. Theunchecked, unregulated flow of US-made weapons to El Salvador, facilitating social
violence that drives people out of their homes.



The U.S. private sector and governing elite cannot have it both ways in El Salvador: imposing a
foreign policy that drives people from their homes and an immigration policy that criminalizes
people as they flee in search of safety and sustenance for their families.

We stand with our Salvadoran sisters and brothers, who have shared with us friendship,
solidarity, inspiration and organization for over 30 years.

We specifically declare our support for Salvadoran youth, who are being demonized in racist
rhetoric that attempts to dehumanize them.

We demand an end to a U.S. foreign policy that undermines opportunities for most Salvadorans
to live in peace and prosperity at home.

And we demand an end to immigration policies that criminalize those arriving at our Southern
border in need of safety and solidarity.

We call on all people of good will in the United States in joining us to call for a humane policy
towards those who arrive at our borders.

No Wall

No Family Detention

No Family Separation

Respect and Rights for refugees and asylum seekers

Yes to Legalization for TPS holders

Yes to Legalization for DACA recipients

Welcome to those coming to work and support their families

As our Salvadoran sisters and brothers have taught us, The People United will Never Be
Defeated.



Declaracion de solidaridad de Ciudades Hermanas ante la
represion de las y los migrantes

Denunciamos la demonizacion actual de los inmigrantes salvadorefios, el enfoque violento,
racista y abiertamente anti-inmigrante de la administracion de Trump y las politicas
anti-inmigrantes centroamericanos que han mantenido por largo tiempo tanto Demdcratas
como Republicanos.

Reconocemos que la migracion de centroamericanas y centroamericanos a Estados Unidos
tiene muchas causas, pero una razén estructural fundamental: la historia de imperialismo
estadounidense en la region.

Este imperialismo ha traido muchas tragedias en Centroamérica, incluyendo la muerte y
desaparicion de mas de 80,000 personas salvadorefias durante los afios ochenta, cuando los
Estados Unidos apoy6 un brutal régimen militar que cometio repetidas masacres y violaciones
de Derechos Humanos contra su propia gente, incluyendo muchas personas de las comunidades
con las cuales estamos hermanados.

Después de la guerra, se ha seguido implementado acciones de parte de los Estados Unidos que
contintan forzando a la migracion de salvadorefias y salvadorefios. Por ejemplo:

1. Imposicidn e incentivos para el Libre Comercio y politicas de privatizacion que han
profundizado la inseguridad econémica, ecoldgica, social y alimentaria, amenazado el
suministro de aguay atacado la industria de la agricultura local y sostenible.

2. Deportacion masivay sistematica de salvadorefios que dejaron su pais como
consecuencia de las politicas militares y econdmicas de los Estados Unidos que
aumentaron el desempleo y la explosion de la violencia de las pandillas, que se
originaron en las comunidades urbanas pobres en Estados Unidos y se enviaron luego a
El Salvador.

3. Denegacion de solicitudes de asilo y formas de legalizacion permanente a las y los
salvadorefios desde tiempos de la guerra hasta el presente, violando leyes
internacionales y perjudicando alin mas a quienes escapan de la violencia en su pais.

4. Elflujo sin regulacidon de armas fabricadas en los Estados Unidos, facilitando la violencia
social que empuja a la gente a salir de sus hogares.

El sector privado de los Estados Unidos y la élite gobernante no puede hacer dos cosas
contradictorias: imponer una politica exterior que saca a la gente de sus hogares y tener una
politica migratoria que criminaliza a las personas que buscan seguridad y sustento para sus
familias.

Nos solidarizamos con nuestras hermanas y hermanos salvadorefios que han compartido con
nosotros su amistad, inspiracion y organizacion por mas de treinta afos.



Declaramos nuestro apoyo a la juventud salvadorefia, que esta siendo deshumanizada con un
discurso racista.

Exigimos terminar con las politicas de inmigracion que criminalizan a quienes cruzan la frontera
del sur buscando seguridad y solidaridad.

No al muro.

No a la separacion de las familias.

Respeto y Derechos para los refugiados y las que buscan asilo.
Si a la legalizacion de los que tienen su TPS.

Si ala legalizacion de las y los sofiadores.

Como nuestros hermanos y hermanas salvadorefias nos han ensefiado, el pueblo unido jamas
sera vencido.



